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THIS ATTEMPT TO VINDICATE THAT 
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BY HIS MOST OBEDIENT, 


AND MOST HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THE XXX 


A PAMPHLE T has lately appeared, 
under the very extraordinary title of 
& Scriptural Reſearches on the Lzcitneſs 
of the Slave Trade,” &c. which is ſaid 
to have given great occaſion of triumph 
to thole who are enemies to its abo- 
lition, and to have alarmed the minds 
of ſome worthy perſons who are friends 
to that meaſure. Not fearing that any 
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injury to the cauſe of humanity, could 
ariſe from quotations or fair arguments 
drawn from the Scriptures on this ſub- 
jet; I, at firſt, heard of the publi- 
cation with indifference ; but finding, 
ſome time after, that it was regarded 
by many as a work of ſome plauſibility 
at leaſt, I had the curioſity to read 
it. The peruſal of it confirmed me in 
my former opinion of the invalidity of 
the Author's arguments; and I diſco- 
vered alſo, that in ſome paſſages he 
had evidently miſrepreſented the mean- 


ing of Scripture. Shocked at the idea 
of flavery's being defended upon ſuch 


principles, and conſidering that filence, 
on the part of the friends of mankind, 
might be deemed a proof of cohvittion, 
or, at. leaſt, of mability to reply, I de- 


termined to attempt to give an anſwer 


to theſe reſearches; and, whether 1 
6 have 


1 


have confuted the arguments of this 
Author or not, the Publick muſt judge. 
I have not thought it neceſſary to imi- 
tate the artificial and ſcientifick method 
of my Author : truth is mighty in itſelf, 
and needs not, in its ſupport, the ſo- 
phiſtry of learning, the quibbles of 
metaphyſicks, or the dexterous arts of 
logick. I am not ſanguine enough to 
expect that my arguments will convince 
a ſingle trader in human fleſh of the 
unlawfulneſs of his purſuits; for I am 
not ſo ignorant of mankind as .to be 
unconſcious how little any conſidera- 
tions of morality and religion will weigh 
with ſuch a claſs of men, when intereſt 
is placed in the oppoſite ſcale. It is 
poſſible, however, that ſome, who join 


with me in reprobating the flave-trade, 
may be confirmed in their juſt ab- 


horrence of it; and that others, who 
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are ſtruck with a panick at the affected 
ſolemnity, the pompous parade of know- 
ledge of the Scriptures, and oſtentatious 
diſplay of the powers of reaſoning, 
which are not very ſparingly diſperſed 
in the reſearches, may find their fears 


ſomewhat relieved by a peruſal of this 
Reply. 


The Author endeavours to vindicate 
the ſlave-trade, by citing the examples 
of the Patriarchs and the precepts of 
the Levitical law ; and, laſtly, by ſhewing, 
that is, in his own way, its conformity 
with the principles of the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation. 


With regard to the Patriarchs, it is 
obvious enough to anſwer, that though 
they had the light of natural reaſon to 
direct them, yet it was only a dim 

light, which has often failed to direct 


them 


6 


them how to proceed, without deviation, 
in the paths of virtue. The ſocial duties, 
the obligation that all men are under 
to do all poſſible good to their fellow- 
creatures, of whatever nation or religion 
they may happen to be, ſeem never to 
have been well underſtood, nor generally 
practiſed before the Chriſtian æra. The 
perfect knowledge of them was reſerved 
as one of the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of 
the new covenant. Chriſt ſpeaks of 
himſelf as inculcating duties which were 
before unknown to the world: © A new 
commandment,” ſays he, I give unto 
you, that ye love one another.” To 
aſk why the Almighty did not inform 
the Patriarchs, that to trade in ſlaves 
was an inhuman cuſtom with which 
they ought. not to comply, would be 
altogether as impertinent as to aſk, why 
He did not teach them many duties 


Ft of 


= - —_— 


(6 ) 
of which they were ignorant, or why 
He did not inſtru them in all the 
articles of the Chriſtian faith. The Su- 
preme Being only can judge. in what. 
degree the minds of men ought to be 
illuminated in any particular period of 
time; and it may ſurely be affirmed, 
without giving offence to any one, that 
% even the patriarchal ages were,” 


comparatively ſpeaking, times of dark- 
neſs and ignorance“. 


1 ſhall now, following our Author's 
diviſion of the ſubject, proceed more 
particularly to conſider the caſe of Abra- 
ham and Hagar. | 


* The Reſearcher has weakened his own cauſe 
by conſidering Abraham and Joſeph merely as 
diſciples of the religion of nature, the religion of 
Socrates and Cicero, | | 


ABRA- 
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From the hiſtory of Abraham and 
Hagar, the Reſearcher attempts to prove, 
that the Supreme Being interpoſed his 
authority to give a ſanction to the ſlave- 
trade; and to this end, he repreſents 
the Almighty as diſpatching an Angel 
from heaven, for the ſole purpoſe of 
commanding a ſervant-maid, who had 
eloped from her miſtreſs, to return to 
her. Truly a moſt important errand ! 
| Whoever reads the ſixteenth chapter of 
Geneſis with attention, will find rea- 


ſon to think that God had higher objects 


in view. 


Iſhmael, according to the deſign of 
Providence, was to become a great na- 
tion: Hagar, his mother, when big 
with child of him, had forſaken her 

B 4 maſter's 
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maſter's houſe, and being a ſlave and 
a ſtranger in the land, without home 
or protector, her own deſtruction, and 
that of her child, were in the higheſt 
degree probable. To prevent this de- 
ſtruction, and to ſecond the deſigns 
of Providence in making Iſhmael a 
great nation, an Angel was ſent with 
a meſſage to Hagar. In this account 
of the matter, an important end is to 


be anſwered, worthy of the interpoſition 
of Providence. 


Our Author affirms that the conduct 
of Hagar, in flying from her miſtreſs, 
was condemned by the repreſentative 
of God. Not a ſyllable of this appears 
in Scripture, unleſs indeed the reader 
can find it, as the Reſearcher has done, 
in theſe words: And he,” the Angel, 
4 ſaid, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence 


comeſt 
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comeſt thou? and whither wilt thou 
go?“ And ſhe ſaid, „I flee from the 
face of my miſtreſs Sarai.“ And the 
Angel of the Lord ſaid unto her,“ Re- 
turn unto thy miſtreſs, and ſubmit thy- 
ſelf under her hands.” Here is not a 
word of condemnation, or even of reproof. 
That ſlavery muſt be afflicting and ſe- 
vere indeed, which, to a perſon in 
Hagar's forlorn and wretched condition, 
would not be a ſtate of relief from 
greater ills; nor could the moſt tender 
friend give kinder advice than the Angel 
did to Hagar, or expreſs that advice 
in terms more free from reproach. Yet 
this Author affirms, that the condua 
of Hagar was condemned by the Angel, 
and triumphs exceedingly on having 
found a paſſage in Scripture ſo ſtrongly 
in favour of the cauſe which he has 
undertaken to defend; and avers, that 


* ere 
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« were all other ſcriptural evidences 
wanted in favour of the ſlave-trade, this 
decree alone of the higheſt Court of 
Juſtice poſſible, this ſolemn ſentence of 
the Supreme Judge of right and wrong, 
&c, muſt convince every impartial reader, 
that the licitneſs of that trade is evi- 
dently warranted by the written word 
of God.” Tt will be time enough to 
reply to this pompous inanity, when 
the Reſearcher has the goodneſs to 
inform us, where this decree of the 
higheſt Court of Juſtice poſſible, and this 
ſolemn ſentence of the Supreme Judge 
of right and wrong, are to be found 
recorded, They certainly are not to be 
found in the Scripture hiſtory of Abra- 
ham and Hagar. Our Author proceeds 
now to give us a very ſurpriſing piece 
of information indeed: The flave= 
trade, even Wwhen attended with circum- 


ſtances 
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flances not altogether conformable to the feel- 


ings of humanity, is eſſentially confiftent with 
the ſacred and jnalienable rights of juſtice, 
and has the poſitive ſanction of God in its 


ſupport . I thank God, that my idea 


of juſtice is as different from this as 
light from darkneſs; and think the Au- 
thor moſt highly culpable in thus diſ- 
honouring his Maker, by affirming, that 
the Almighty God has not only given 
a ſanftion to the ſlave- trade, but alſo 


to that cruelty and oppreſſion which too 
generally attend it. | 


The intelligent Reader will perceive, 
that in the caſe of Hagar, our Author 


* To attempt thus to weaken the conviction 
which men have of the moral attributes of the Deity, 
is to endeavour to ſap the very foundation of all 
religion. I beg pardon; to weaken the conviction 
which men have of the moral attributes, cannot 
be in the leaſt injurious to a very ancient and ve- 
nerable religion—the worſhip of the Devil. 


has 
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has ſaid a great deal about the lawful- 


neſs of the ſlave-trade, but proved no- 


thing. 
{JOSEPH 


The hiſtory of Joſeph is next referred 
to, as proving that that Patriarch's re- 
ducing a nation of free men to the con- 


dition of ſlaves, was agreeable to the 


will of God, 


With regard to the character of 


Joſeph, it was, no doubt, in moſt' caſes 


exemplary ; and I am willing to allow 


that the Patriarch, from his general 
conduct, deſerved all thoſe praiſes which 
this Author has ſo liberally beſtowed 
upon him: yet there is one fact which 
ſullies his fame; a fact which can never 
be conſidered as conſiſtent with huma- 
nity: The fact is this, the Patriarch, 
foreſeeing a time of dearth, had wiſely 

provided 
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provided a remedy for the evil, by laying 
up, during the time of plenty, great 
quantities of corn in ſtore: ſa far all 
is well. When the inhabitants of the 
land, oppreſſed by famine, applied to 
him for food, he firſt extorted from 
them whatever money they were poſ- 
ſefled of; and when they were thus 
impoveriſhed by him, he demanded their 
cattle in exchange for bread : having 
become maſter of their flocks and herds, 
nothing was left for them to offer in 


exchange for food, but their lands and 
their bodies. The miniſter of Pharaoh 


icrupled not to add one calamity to 
another, and, without any figns of pity 
or remorſe, taking advantage of the fitu-. 
ation of the unfortunate, deprived the 
miſerable Egyptians of all their lands, 
and reduced a free people to the abject 
condition of fſlayes, for no other crime 


than 


| 
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than their poverty. This is the con- 
duct which is held out as an ample 
vindication of the flave-trade! The 
worſt action upon record of an unen- 
lightened Patriarch ( unenlightened, I 
mean, when compared with Chriſtians), 


is pointed to as an example for Chriſ- 


tians to imitate! for Chriſtians, who 


cannot read a page in that book which 


contains their religion, without finding 
ſuch inhumanity, as that diſplayed by 
Pharaoh's miniſter, condemned and re- 
probated. Yet, ſays the Reſearcher, 
Joſeph continued to be in high favour 
with God, after the tranſactions above 


mentioned, nor is he ſo much as once 
reprehended on account of them: which 


plainly ſhews that all which he had 


done was right and acceptable with 


God. Q. E. D. 


Moſes, 


1 
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Moſes, the law-giver of the Jews, 1 
ſuppoſe, the Reſearcher will allow, was 
as great a character as Joſeph; yet 
Moſes had been guilty of ſhedding hu- 
man blood ; notwithſtanding which, he 
was in high favour with God after that 
tranſaction, nor was he ever, as far as my 
recollection of his hiſtory reaches, ſo 
much as once reprehended by the Al- 
mighty on account of it; which plainly 
ſhews, that, in ſhedding man's blood, 
he did what is right and acceptable 
with God! A precious mode of reaſon- 
ing! Every ſenſible man ſees, in both 
theſe inſtances of Joſeph and Moſes, 
that their numberleſs good qualities 
atoned for their faults, and that Gad 
graciouſly overlooked ſome crimes com- 
mitted by his moſt faithful ſervants, 
even though thoſe crimes were really 


heinous in themſelves. 


The 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
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The Reſearcher is not contented with 
repreſenting the Almighty as an approver 
of the before-mentioned tranſaction of 
Joſeph, but lugs in the Pſalmiſt alſo as 
even celebrating it; theſe are .his words : 
be very tranſaction we are ſpeaking 
of, when rehearſed by one of the inſpired 
writers, a man according to God's own 
heart, is ſo far from being taxed with 
the leaſt intimation of guilt in any 
one circumſtance attending it, that the 
whole proceſs, without any exceptions 
whatever, is there repreſented as the 
effect of that divine wiſdom with which 
he was inſpired from above.” An abſo- 
lute falſchood ! The Reſearcher refers 
his readers to Pſalm cv. ver. 16—24, 


Where not one word is to be found of 
Fg 


this tranſaction between Joſeph and the 
Egyptians, not even the moſt remote 
alluſion to it. The hiſtorical facts related 


111 
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in Pſalm cv. ver. 16—24, are the fa-- 
mine in the land of Canaan, and the 
providential deliverance of Jacob and his 
ſons by the hand of Joſeph ! 


LAW OF MOSES. 
In the third place, the law of Moſes 


is quoted, as a ſufficient vindication of 


the Slave-Trade. 


The ſame Almighty Being, who is 
the Author of the laws of nature, can 
ſuſpend thoſe laws at his pleaſure; he 
can arreſt the ſtars in their courſe, and 
command the ſun and the moon to ſtand 
ſtill in the midſt of heaven. He has the 
ſame ſovereign power over the moral 
world. He can control the affections of. 
the human heart; he can command 
the fond parent to lift up his hand to 


ſlay his ſon“: He can command the 


*The caſe of Abraham. 
'S tender 
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tender huſband to deprive of life the be- 


loved wife of his boſom*; He can 0 
command one nation either to reduce ano- i 
ther nation to a ſtate of perpetual ſfavery, 

or to put all its inhabitants to, the ſword, 

and to deſtroy, with undiſtinguiſhing fury, C: 
the guilty and the innocent ; and that, N 
even though they had not been the a 
aggreſſors, or made depredations on the 0 
property of others. All thoſe acts are a 
abhorrent from the feelings of humanity; 0 


yet, even in ſuch trying caſes, when God 
commands, it is our duty to obey, When- 

ever there is any appearance of ſeverity 
in any of the divine decrees, we ought 
always to remember that God, as the 
ſovereign diſpenſer of every bleſſing, has, 
a right to ſet what limits he pleaſes to 
the duration of thoſe bleſſings; and, for, 


* See Deuteronomy, chap. xiii. ver. 6. 


+ The caſe of the Amalekites, | 
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any hardſhips which the innocent ſuffer 
in this world, will aſſuredly recompenſe 
them in a future ſtate. 


But, though I allow that in the trying 
caſes above mentioned; when God com- 
mands, it is our duty to obey; yet I 
affirm, that nothing leſs than the divine 
command; or at leaſt permiſſion, cart 
authorife the commiſſion of all or either 
| of theſe acts. 


The children of Iſrael were undoubt- 
edly authoriſed, by their law, to buy 
ſlaves of the Heathen, and to retain 
them as ſuch perpetually, and their chil- 
dren after them; and I will not ſcrupte 
to allow, that they therefore did right 
when they trafficked in human fleſh; I 
will alſo allow, that they did right when 
they put the Amalekites to the ſword, 
deſtroying them without diſtinction of 
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age or ſex, embruing their hands in 
the blood of the innocent infant and 
ſuckling, and not even ſparing the ox 
or the ſheep, the camel or the aſs. But 
will the Reſearcher ſay, that it 1s now 
| lawful for this nation thus utterly to 
deſtroy the inhabitants of another nation 
leſs powerful than itſelf, becauſe it was 
once lawful for the Iſraelites to do ſo ? 
If he will not ſay ſo, why ſhould he 
affirm, that it is at preſent lawful for 
this nation to traffick in human fleſh, | 


becauſe ſuch a traffick was expreſsly al- 
lowed to the Jews? Neither of theſe 
acts can be lawful without the expreſs 
command, or at leaft permiflion, of God. 
There is a good, though often a latent, 
reaſon for every thing that God does, 
or ſuffers to be done : If it be not pre- 
ſumption, it does not ſeem difficult to 


conjecture ſome of the reaſons which 


might 
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might incline the Supreme Being to 
authoriſe ſlavery amongſt the Jews. It 
is well known to thoſe who are converſant 
in the Scriptures, how prone that peo- 
ple were to forget God their deliverer, 
who freed them from a ſtate of bond- 
age: to prevent ſuch ingratitude, what 
ſo likely, as the having continually be- 
fore their eyes men in the very abject 
ſtate from which they had been deliver- 
ed? What ſo likely to confirm them 
in their obedience to his commands; to 
make them continue ſincere worſhippers 
of the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
and, amidſt an irreligious and idolatrous 
world, preſervers of the doctrine of the 
Unity; the great end of all his won- 
derful dealings with this people? If any 
one ſhould object, that for the Almighty 
to command, or even to permit, vaſt num- 


bers of innocent and unoffending men 
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to be ſubjected to ſo abject a ſtate as 
that of perpetual ſlavery, is a contra» 
diction to all our ideas of the divine 
attributes of juſtice and mercy ; it may 
be anſwered, That the Supreme Being 
may, conſiſtently with thoſe attributes, 
tolerate the exiſtence of a leſſer evil, that 
he may, by that means, produce a greater 
good; and that he may ſuffer the inno- 
cent to be oppreſſed and afflicted in this 
life, becauſe he can and will recompenſe 
them in a future ſtate. And, in fact, ac- 
cording to the uſual courſe of Providence, 
many of the moſt virtuous of men have been, 
in all ages of the world, the moſt miſe- 
rable; a prey to poverty, to diſeaſe, to 
cruelty and oppreſſion, to ſorrow and 
dejection of heart, to calamities, perhaps 
ſometimes not leſs grievous than that of 
{lavery. In all ſuch caſes, it is ſufficient 
to ſay, that this life is a ſtate of trial, 
and not of retribution, 


But 
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But though it be allowed that the 
Almighty may, conſiſtently with juſtice, 
authoriſe the ſlavery of part of the 
human ſpecies, becauſe he can recom- 
penſe the innocent ſufferers in another 
world; yet it may ſafely be affirmed, 
that no power, leſs than Almighty, can 
lawfully give authority to one nation 
to make ſlaves of another nation, be- 
cauſe no power leſs than Almighty can 
recompenſe the ſufferers*, 
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As a fourth proof of the lawfulneſs 
of flavery, the Book of Joſhua is cited. 


The Reſearcher, in his zeal to vin- 
dicate the ſlave-trade, hath actually, ac- 


#* What retothperiſe can the Britiſh Parliament 
make to thoſe- miſerable Africans,, who, in conſe- 
quence of its moſt unjuſt and inhuman ſanctions, 
are reduced to a ſtate of wretchedneſs too horrid to 
be- deſcribed ? 

C 4 cording | 
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cording to his mode of proof, de- 
monſtrated that Joſhua had involved 
himſelf in the guilt of perjury. Let us 
examine this matter. To deal candidly 
with my Author, I will quote his own 
words verbatim.“ They,“ the Gibeonites, 
* made a league and a treaty of peace 
and amity with Joſhua and his people; 
and, by virtue of this national treaty, 
which was confirmed to them with the 
ſolemn ſanction of an oath, and never 
annulled, but rather ratified in the ſequel 
by God himſelf, they were exempted 
from the general doom, and became, in 
every ſenſe of the word, free allies and 
friends to the Children of Iſrael.” In 
the next page the Author thus exprefles 
himſelf: * We find that the Gibeonites 
were all conſigned by Joſhua to per- 
petual ſlavery, unto this day; that 
is, with all their poſterity ; notwith- 

oN ſtanding - 
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ſtanding they had every claim, by vir- 
tue of the recent treaty they had ſo 
ſolemnly concluded with him and his 
people, to all the privileges and fran- 
chiſes of free allies.” The Reſearcher's 
account of this matter may be thus 


ſummed up in form of ſyllogiſm : 


| Joſhua confirmed by oath a ſolemn __ 
league made with the Gibeonites, en- 
titling them to the privileges and fran- 
chiſes of free allies. | 


But Joſhua, in defiance of this league, 
reduced the Gibeonites to a ſtate of 


ſlavery. 


Therefore Joſhua incurred the guilt 
of perjury, | 


The Almighty, as uſual, is here in- 


traduced approving of this conduct of 


Joſhua; that is, horrid to ſay! accord- 
ing to the Reſearcher's account of the 
matter 


12 
matter, approving of his treachery and 
perjury! Fortunately for the character 
of Joſhua, his behaviour in this caſe has 
been moſt egregioufly miſrepreſented. 
The Scripture account of the matter 
is this: And Joſhua made peace with 
them, and made a league with them, 10 
let them live; and the princes of the 
congregation {ware unto them“ .“ Here 
is not a word of privileges and fran- 
chiſes of free allies; Joſhua ſimply made 
a league with them to let them live, 
As the Author produces nothing worthy 
of further notice under this head, it 
is not neceflary to dwell any longer 


upon it. 


CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION. 
The Author derives his fifth proof 

of the legality of the flave-trade from 
the New Teſtament. 


Joshua, chap. ix. ver. 15, N 
That 
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That retaining the perſons of men in 
a ſtate of ſlavery, is a practice incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſpirit of the Chriſtian 
faith, and has generally been conſidered 
as ſuch, appears evident from this ſingle 
fact; that flavery hath actually been 
aboliſhed by Chriſtians in almoſt every 
part of Chriſtendom. This is a ſtubborn 
fact, let the Reſearcher account for it, 


if he can, upon other principles*. 


Had Chriſtians conſidered themſelves 
as having a right to retain men in 
ſlavery, and regarded the perſons of their 
fellow-creatures as much their property 
as any of their poſſeſſions, it can never 
be ſuppoſed that they would univerſally 
agree to give up what they thus con- 
ſidered they had a right to keep. 


* A milder ſpecies of ſlavery is ſtill faid to exiſt 
in Hungary, Poland, and ſome parts of the Ruſſian 
Empire, in countries comparatively barbarous, who have 


little more of Chriſtianity among them than the name. 
That 


— * — 


1 


That to traffick in human fleſh is 
not formally prohibited in the New Tef- 
tament, is acknowledged; it 1s true alſo 
of ſome other crimes, that they are not 
expreſsly forbidden by the Chriſtian re- 
ligion: and what then? no reaſonable 
man will infer, that this amounts to 
an approbation of either the one or the 
other; eſpecially when he conſiders, that, 
in general terms, - philanthropy, tender- 
neſs, pity and compaſſion, are moſt 
ſtrongly enjoined, and that every vicious 
action in general, every evil thought, is 


ſeverely condemned by the religion of 
Chriſt. | 


The divine Saviour truſted the aboli- 
tion of ſlavery to the benign principles 
of his religion; and judging from the 
excellence and humanity of its precepts“, 

he' 


* The Liverpool merchants, and all who are 


concerned in that nefarious - traffick, the African 


ſlave- 


31 


he had, no doubt, a preſentiment of 
the good effects which they would 
produce in the lives and manners of 
men; and foreſaw, that as Chriſtianity 
would ſoften, would humanize the heart 
of man, ſo it would gradually check, 
and in the end aboliſh, many inveterate 
cuſtoms which had taken ſuch faſt hold 
upon the human mind, that they could 
only be aboliſhed by inſenſible degrees: 


and, for this reaſon, he neither in ex- 


preſs terms commanded an inſtant abo- 


lition of ſlavery himſelf, nor gave it in 


flave-trade, inſtead of ſuffering their conſciences 
to be lulled aſleep by Mr. Harris's deſtructive 
opiates, will do well to reflect with horror on this 
dreadful ſentence : © Depart from me, ye curſed, 
into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil and is 
angels, For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no 
meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink: I 
was a ſtranger, and ye took me not in; naked, and 
ye clothed me not: ſick, and in priſon, and ye viſited 
me not.” Alas! how exactly is the behaviour of the 
ſlave-trader, and flave-holder, to the poor aflited 
negro here delineated | 


charge 


— — — —— 
— — 


— 
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charge to his diſciples to do ſo. Had 
he taken a different method, and fet 
out with enjoining an univerſal emanci- 
pation of flaves, he would have pre- 
judiced the minds of men againſt the 
Chrifttan faith, and rendered them averfe 
to embrace a religion, which attempted 
to deprive them of what they then 
thought their property. 


How little the ſpirit of tyranny and 


oppreſſion accorded with the principles 
of the carlieſt Chriſtians, and how little 
inclined they were to make or to con- 
tinue ſuch invidious diſtinctions as thoſe 
of maſters and flaves, appears evident 
from the account which an inſpired. 
writer gives concerning them and their 
behaviour ta each other: All that be- 


lieved,” ſays he, were together, and 


had all things common; and fold their 


poſſeſſions 
7 


K 
poſſeſſions and goods, and parted them 


to all men, as every man had need“.““ 


The diſciples of Chriſt, having no 
poſitive command in this caſe, would 
have been unſkilful advocates for the 
Chriſtian faith, if they had opened their 
commiſſion, by proclaiming to all the 
world, that men muſt not only give 
up their vices, but great part of their 
property too, at leaſt what they con- 
ſidered as ſuch, in order to their ad- 
miſſion to the religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
St, Paul, in particular, who knew the 
world; and was a man of addreſs, had 
too much judgment to riſque the very 
exiſtence of Chriſtianity, by making 
ſuch claims upon men as he was con- 
fident would not be granted. This 
being the caſe, nothing remained for 
the, Apoſtles, but to endeavour, for the 


* As, Chap. ii, ver. 44+ | 
preſent, 


& = 


preſent, to mitigate the evil of ſlavery, 
by recommending it to maſters to treat 
their ſervants with humanity, and . by 
adviſing ſervants to be diligent and 
obedient to their maſters, as the moſt 


likely means to procure kind uſage. 


Still I infiſt on this fact: that ſlavery; 


has been in general aboliſhed in Chriſ- 
tendom ; and I ſhall always attribute that 
abolition to that juſtice *, that hu« 


Wonderful revolutions are brought about in 
this world in a ſeries of years. Who can ſay that, 
in ſome future period, the inhabitants of Negro- 
land may not make repriſals, and ſend ſhips over 
from Africa, to tranſport all the Engliſhmen they 
can ſeize into a ſtate of ſlavery? Let us ſuppoſe 
them ravaging the coaſt of Lancaſhire, and carry- 
ing off as many of the good people of Liverpool, 
as they could lay their hands on: — Is there any 
merchant amongſt them all, who would not then 
ſee, as clear as day- light, that ſuch a conduct is 
unjuſt ; and that, to force men into a ſtate of per- 
petual ſlavery, is, beyond all poſſibility of «a 
contrary to the ſacred laws of nature? 


manity, 


1 


* yds NY of? * 
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manity, that pity,” that Compton, chat 
= 0 of FA 7 tHat' love of man- 
Kind pu 5 2 chiſel in every Page 
ok the Goſpel, tilt T att informed whit 
vther re mo pöffibly produce ſuch 
Megali —: eegsliziig bus eidgii odd 
Alum 31 bas ell gil 9001 3s 213 2 


Tra is 29, maxim in mafals or, Fer 

ſigion org cextain, ban, this, that every 
man 1s obliged, as far as his power 
extends, to endeavour to promote the 
univerfar trappfffefF er te world: I leave 
it wi f Peleargber 3 to determine, 
whether he, who is an < advo- 


16236 of lav r, „ is likely to be inſtru- 
mental in prompting, this univerſal hap- 
Mine- ) ait 2s 040 H 20 

rr UT h4s* beet grentfy indebra 
to learnmgs UL Flifion; #67 the light 
which they have thrown on the ſubject 


of the rights and privileges of man- 
D kind, 
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kind, and for the many 3 which 
are. conſequent. to the diſcoveries made 
by that light: for once, however, learn- 
ing and religion have been ſeen em- 
ployed in an unnatural attempt to deſtroy 
thoſe rights and privileges Humanity 
ſhudders at the ſight, and Piety muſt 
bluſh, when, in an advocate of {lavery, 
ſhe beholds a miniſter of the merciful 


Jeſus ! 


. ——— mee OY ——— — 


POSTSCRIPT. 


It is hoped that ſome errors, if not of 
great importance, will be forgiven 
the Author, as this Anſwer to the 


Rev. Mr. HAnRISs's Publication, was 
really written in great haſte, 


of 
ven 
the 
was 


